
A Word of Greeting 

Galatians 1:1-12 

“Paul an apostle—sent neither by human commission nor from human authorities, but 

through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead…To the 

churches of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil age, according 

to the will of our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

(Galatians 1:1-5) 

So begins Paul’s epistle to the Christians in Galatia.  With these words, the apostle 

introduces himself, establishes his credentials, and declares the essence of his message.   

Through these words and those that follow, Paul alludes to his conversion, declares his 

commission, and describes the content of his communication – the glorious gospel of 

Jesus Christ.   

I have chosen to preach my introductory sermon from this particular passage due to the 

similarities that exist between me and Paul on several important points.  Like Paul, I 

have experienced a radical conversion.  Like Paul, I have received a distinct commission.  

And like Paul, I have been given the content of my communication.  So then, let’s look at 

Paul’s conversion, commission, and communication before turning to my own.   

First, Paul alludes to his conversion and his commission in the opening verse of our text: 

“Paul an apostle—sent neither by human commission nor from human authorities, but 

through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.”  (Galatians 

1:1) 

Behind this verse we find the story of Paul’s conversion and commission.  You see, Paul 

was not always an apostle nor was he always known as Paul.  For doubtless you know 

that Paul was born Saul of Tarsus.  And as Saul of Tarsus he grew up a devout adherent 

of the Jewish faith.  He was not only a devout Jew but he became a stellar member of the 

Pharisees.  And as a Pharisee, Saul opposed Jesus Christ and went from house to house 

arresting Christians and casting them in prison.  But then one day, as he went to 

Damascus to arrest the Christians living there, he was surrounded by a bright light.  And 

the Bible says, “He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why 

do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you 

are to do.’” (Acts 9:4-6) 

Blinded by that brilliant light, Saul was led by the hand into the city of Damascus where 

he waited for another word from Jesus.  And that word came through a disciple named 

Ananias.  The Lord told Ananias to find Saul and restore his sight.  And the Lord said to 

Ananias, “…(Saul) is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before 

Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel.” (Acts 9:15)  Well Ananias did as he 

was told.  He found Saul, laid hands on him, restored his sight, and baptized him in the 



faith.  And the Bible says, “…immediately (Saul) began to proclaim Jesus in the 

synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”  (Acts 9:20)  Sometime after Paul’s 

conversion and commission, the old name Saul drops entirely away.  Beginning at Acts 

13:9, Saul of Tarsus becomes Paul the apostle of Jesus Christ.   

So here, in Galatians 1:1, we get a glimpse of Paul’s conversion and his commission – of 

how Jesus changed his heart then sent him with the great commission to share a new 

communication – to preach the gospel message.  And what was the content of that 

communique?  Paul tells us in Galatian 1:3-4.  “Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to set us free from the 

present evil age.” 

You see, Paul’s message was a message of grace.  Grace is God’s unmerited favor.  It is 

God’s goodness offered freely to all who repent and believe.   The Bible says, “Every 

generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights.” (James 1:17)  And salvation is God’s greatest gift of grace “for by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—

not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9).   And so we come 

to Christ as beggars, begging for his gifts of grace, and saying as the old hymn has it: 

 Nothing in my hand I bring,  
 Simply to the cross I cling;  
 Naked, come to thee for dress;  
 Helpless, look to thee for grace;  
 Foul, I to the fountain fly;  
 Wash me, Savior, or I die.   

My friend, when we come to Christ, with repentance and faith, begging for his gifts of 

grace, he generously gives them! 

Yes, Paul’s message was a message of grace.  And it was also a message of peace!  “Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” Paul said.  (Galatians 

1:3)  You see, when we receive the grace of God, and salvation by faith which is the gift of 

God’s grace, then we, who were once enemies of God because of our sin, are put right 

with God and are at peace with him.  As Paul puts it in Romans 5:1-2: “…since we are 

justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand.” 

Finally, in addition to a message of grace and peace, Paul’s message was a message of 

freedom.  “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

gave himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil age.” (Galatians 1:3-4)  

Christ not only died to save us, he died to sanctify us too.  He not only frees us from sin’s 

penalty, he frees us from its power as well.  With his help, we become freer in this world 

and will be perfectly free in the world to come when he finally fully frees us from this 



present evil age.  And when that happens, we will sing the song of freedom:  Free at last!  

Free at last!  Thank God Almighty…free at last!     

Now this was Paul’s conversion, commission, and communication.  But what about my 

own?  What have you gotten in me?  Well I must confess that I can’t compare to the likes 

of an apostle Paul.  Nevertheless, his conversion, his commission, and his 

communication remind me of my own.  Unlike Paul, I wasn’t raised in a religious home.  

But quite like Paul, I experienced a radical conversion, a clear commission, and a new 

message of communication.   

What about my conversion?  Well, I wasn’t raised in the faith.  My father had no interest 

in Christ.  Although my mother was a Christian, she couldn’t drive, so we never went to 

church when I was young.  Nevertheless, she did her best to pass along her faith at 

home.  Despite her best efforts, I went my own way.  In high school, I fell in with the 

wrong crowd.  I did everything you can imagine and then some!  I was prodigal, 

profligate, promiscuous, and profane.  And I was deeply unhappy.  Oh, there’s joy in sin 

for a season and I found fleeting happiness in sinful actions but the end result was an 

empty heart.   

Growing ever more restless, I enlisted in the Navy between my first and second years of 

college.  For some reason my mother didn’t want me in the Navy.  Maybe she just didn’t 

want to see her youngest child forever leaving home and moving far away.  Anyway, 

when my parents dropped me at the bus taking me to MEPs, my mother wept loudly and 

prayed, “God, please get my son out of the Navy!”  I was deeply embarrassed.  Everyone 

was looking on.  So I kissed her quickly, said goodbye, boarded the bus, and left with no 

further thought about her prayer.  Lo and behold, the next day, God answered it!  The 

details are too many to recount here, but there was a problem with an allergy 

medication I was then taking and in the end, I was discharged.  Shortly thereafter I 

walked back into my mother’s arms.  Prayer is a powerful thing! 

A few weeks later, a former girlfriend invited me to church.  I only agreed to go with her 

because I felt guilty about having treated her so poorly while we were dating.  And so I 

thought if I did her a favor and went to church with her just one time then I wouldn’t 

need to feel guilty anymore – the slate would be clean between us.  So I went, and the 

slate got clean – but in a way I didn’t quite expect!    As Brother Ashby preached the 

gospel message, I saw my sin; I saw the Savior; I got salvation and the slate got clean! 

When the altar call was given, I was among the first to go.  And as I knelt down at that 

old altar, confessing my sins and receiving God’s Son, Jesus met me there!  He changed 

my heart and he turned my life around!  It was my Damascus road! 

That’s my conversion.  But what about my commission – my call to ministry?  Well I was 

saved, but my life was still a mess.  I was broke and out of work.  I wanted to finish 

college but my father was nearing retirement and couldn’t afford to help.  That’s when 



Brother Ashby encouraged me to contact a little Christian college near my home.  So I 

called the admissions office and the conversation went something like this:   

Me:  Hi!  My name is Michael Gore and I just got saved! 

Them:  Great! 

Me:  I’d like to enroll at your college! 

Them:  Great! 

Me:  There’s only one problem.  I don’t have any money. 

Them: That’s not so great!  The term starts in a few weeks and we’ve already 

awarded all of our scholarships and financial aid.   

Me: What should I do? 

Them:  Write a letter to the trustees and make your case.  They have one more 

meeting before the term starts.  Maybe they can help.   

So that’s what I did.  I wrote a letter.  The trustees met and voted to give me a full tuition 

scholarship!  But to tell the truth, when I first arrived at that little college, I wasn’t sure 

why God had sent me there. I’d been a math and science major in high school and an 

engineering major in college.  But that little Christian college had no math, science, or 

engineering departments.  It specialized in training teachers and preachers.  I knew I 

didn’t want to be a teacher, but what about a preacher?  As I prayed over that question, 

God sent me an answer one Wednesday at the end of a chapel service.   

Dr. R. B. Smith was the preacher that day.  After the sermon he announced a hymn of 

invitation.  And as we sang that hymn, I asked God to reveal his will to me.  While I was 

praying silently in the pew, Dr. Smith stopped the hymn and said, “I don’t usually 

extend the invitation but I believe God’s calling someone to the ministry.”  At that very 

moment, I felt a physical blow on the top of my head.  My knees buckled and I grabbed 

the pew in front of me to steady myself.  Then slowly, ever so slowly, I raised my hand 

and said, “Dr. Smith, I think that’s me.”   

That was my first commission.  About 12 years later, God issued another.  It came in the 

mail – a letter from a Chaplain Corps recruiter inviting me to apply for a commission as 

a chaplain.  My wife and I prayed over that letter and we decided to apply.  Obviously, a 

commission was offered.  But before I accepted it, I asked God to confirm it.  So I did 

what any well trained Bible scholar would do.  I threw the Bible open at random, closed 

my eyes, and pointed my finger to the page.  And my finger fell on Psalm 107:23-24:  

“Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the mighty waters; they saw the 

deeds of the Lord, his wondrous works in the deep.”  Well, that sealed the deal and that’s 

why I’m here.   

Now you have it.  You know the story of my conversion and my commission.  But what 

about the communication – the message – I’ve been commissioned to proclaim.  Well, 

it’s the same as Paul’s.  It’s a message of grace, peace, and freedom.  And so I ask you, 

have you experienced the grace of God – offered to you without money or price – 



salvation through faith in Jesus Christ?  Are you at peace with God?  Has he set you free 

from sin’s penalty?  Is he freeing you from its power?  Are you looking forward to the 

day when he will free you from its presence in heaven forevermore?  All of this is yours 

in Jesus!  All you have to do is ask.  Repent and believe and he will give it.  You think 

about that!   


